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and Scalds, as causes of death, with the proper methods of diagnosis in 
criminal cases. 

Under the section on Combustibles and Explosives, in their medico¬ 
legal relations, the subject of spontaneous combustion receives a due consid¬ 
eration. Whilst it is admitted by atl that many organic substances may 
undergo spontaneous combustion under favourable conditions, and may 
thus become the subject of legal investigation, under a criminal charge of 
arson, the far more interesting subject of the spontaneous combustion of 
the living human body also receives a brief consideration, though perhaps 
quite as extended a one as it deserves. After summing up all the evi¬ 
dence, pro and con, on this point, the author arrives at the conclusion, 
to which we also feel compelled to assent, that “ there is no authentic case 
of true spontaneous combustion of the human body on record;” but that 
all the alleged so-called instances can be proved to have originated from 
the accidental contact with fire, in some form or other. 

The last chapter of the book treats of Death by Starvation, in its bear¬ 
ings upon medico-legal researches; but it presents nothing demanding- 
special notice at the present time. 

I' roin this review the reader will readily gather that we entertain a hi"h 
opinion of the merits of the work. AH the various topics discussed are 
elucidated in a very clear and satisfactory manner. One of the most useful 
and practical features of the hook is the very copious array of illustrative 
cases, which is appropriately appended at the close or each chapter, an 
arrangement which adds not a little to the value and interest of the treatise, 
and one which must have cost the author no small amount of labour and 
research. Besides which, there are also a copious index and table of contents. 
When we further add that the book is beautifully printed in clear, bold type, 
and on thick substantial paper, there remains nothing further to desire. 

We shall anticipate with pleasure the issue of tiie remaining parts of 
this work, winch, when completed, will constitute a true encyclopedia 
ol Legal Medicine, from its abundant storehouse of valuable material for 
the medico-legal student. j, j, 


A 1st XXXVI— The Change of Life in Health and Disease. A Clinical 
1 realise on the Diseases of the Ganglionic Nervous System incidental 
to Women at the decline of life. By Edward John Tilt, M.D., Past 
President of the Obstetrical Society of London, etc. etc. Fourth 
edition. 8vo. pp. I8L P. Blakiston, Son & Co. Philadelphia, 1882. 

The reviewer first became acquainted with the writings of Dr. Tilt in 
1851, through reading a little manual then published by him, “ on the 
preservation of the health of women at the critical periods of life." This 
small volume, by a careful attention to the same class of affections, in a 
much larger number of subjects, lias gradually grown to the present very 
creditable work, which might be entitled the minor gynecology of the 
climacteric period, as it is made up of a vast collection of the disease's and 
their mode of treatment, which belong to medical rather than sur ,F ical 
science ; not any the less important in many instances, but not deter¬ 
mined in gravity by dangers incident to the use of the knife, as in many 
operations upon women, which are to them literally life or death. 
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This work of Dr. Tilt is of a clinical character, presenting records and 
observations relating to many cases of an interesting or typical nature, 
and recommending appropriate treatment such as he has in his own ex¬ 
perience found most beneficial. It is divided into twelve chapters, the 
headings of which we give for the benefit of the render, that he may un¬ 
derstand the nature of the subjects treated, viz: Physiology of the change 
of life; its general pathology; principles of treatment at the change; 
principles of hygiene tit the change; diseases of the gaugin'nic nervous 
system; diseases of the brain at the change; neuralgic afi ctions; dis¬ 
eases of the reproductive organs; of the gastro-intestinal organs; of the 
skin, and other diseases, not contained in the preceding classification, 
such as gout, rheumatism, diseases of the lungs, heart, and bloodvessels, 
etc. There are no less than thirty-five statistical tables covering a variety 
of subjects, many of which are collected from his own experience. These 
have enabled the author to materially condense the matter of the volume 
which is presented in a very compact form, with headings so arranged, 
that it is an easy matter to glance over the book, find what it contains, 
and select any subject wanted. 

The book is a valuable addition to our collection of works upon the 
diseases of women, and their medical treatment. It is well printed, and 
being low in price ought to have an extensive sale, if the merits of the 
work, and its usefulness as a means of practical instruction, are at all pro¬ 
perly estimated by the profession. The reputation of the author ought to 
he a guarantee, that the hook is well worth a place in every medical library. 
Although upon a special class of cases, the range is such as to reach 
almost every variety in general practice where women are to be treated. 

R. P. H. 


Aht. XXXVII_ Regional Surgery, including Surgical Diagnosis. 

Part 1., The Head and Neck. By F. A. Soutiiam, F.R.C.S. 8vo. 

pp. xvi., 229. London: J. & A. Churchill, 1882. 

This is the first instalment of three volumes to be devoted to Regional 
Surgery. The others are to contain respectively the Trunk and Arm, and 
the Groin and Leg. It will be a useful book, chiefly to the young and 
inexperienced practitioner in pointing out to him when puzzled wiiatafiec- 
liuns are most likely to be met with in the region under consideration, and 
the peculiarities of each. The man of large experience will hardly seek 
it at least more than once. It whets the appetite, hut it does not feed. It 
is in other words too elementary and too brief. Many of the subjects 
treated, of course, need mere mention, but in other cases the description 
of the affection and of the means for making a differential diagnosis are so 
compressed that justice is not done. None of the delicate refinements of 
diagnosis can he introduced; there is not room for them. 

Of course, Allen’s Anatomy has been written with a different object in 
view; hut, of the two hooks, Allen’s will be the more satisfactory and 
useful. But the ideal book on “ Regional Surgery" has yet to be written. 
The process of evolution has begun; each author adds his mite. The 
good points survive by incorporation into the next book. After a time the 
profession may hope to attain its desires. W. W. K. 



